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PF it be neceſſary to give 

SR ERS any Account of the fol- 
= a0 lowing Sermons, the 
(ICI Reader may underſtand 
5 Sel that they were tranſ- 
I cribed from the Author's 
own Manuſcripts, for 
ſome who had aur them pre ach d, and 
were very deſirous to = the further 
peruſal of them for their own private 
Benefit. And tho" they were not pre. 
Par d, nor then deſign'd for the Preſs, jet 
a very high Eſteem for the Doctor's Me- 
mory, and an equal deſire of cammunica- 
ting to others the Benefit of two ſuch 
uſeful and excellent Diſcourſes, has pre- 
vai d with his Friends, into whoſe Hands 
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thoſe Copies were intruſted, at length 
to make them Publick. 


If there are any little Inaccuracies in 
them, owing either to the in-attention of 
the Author or the fault of the Tranſcri- 
bers, there needs no other Apology than 
that they were not intended for the Preſs; 
and whatever they are, they muſt diſap- 
pear to thoſe, who know how to eſteem 
as they ought, that admirable Spirit of 
Piety and fine Reaſoning that runs in ſo 
clear a Manner thro the whole. 


"T'wwere much to be wiſld, and wou'd 
be a ſingular Benefit to the Publick, if the 
Perſon into whoſe Hands they are fallen, 
word raiſe up a Monument more worthy 
of the Authors Memory, by publiſhing ma- 
ny more of thoſe excellent Diſcourſes that 
gave ſuch exquiſite pleaſure to his Hear- 
ers, and bave left ſo grateful a Senſe of 
him in their Minds. And if the Recep- 
tion theſe find might invite him to do ſo, 
it word be a very ſenſille Satisfaction 
to thoſe that have communicated theſe, 
and be thought a valuable Advantage of 
the publiſhing of them. 
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Romans viii. 28. 

And we know that all things 
work together for good, to 
them that love God. 


HE Aſſurance that all E- 
events in the moral World 
las well as all Effects in the 

a atural, are directed by 

2 an All- wiſe and infinitely 

good God, to the Bene - 

fit and Advantage of his faithful Servants, 
is both a great Encouragement to Chriſ- 
tians to do their Duty, and alſo a mighty 

Support in all their Sufferings. When 

we know that our Prayers are ever heard, 

and that, tho? what we pray for be not 
granted, yet ſomething as good or better is 

alway given us hen we are r 

thnñat 
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that however things go, whether the 
hop'd-for Succeſs crown our Wiſhes, or 
Diſappointments and Croſſes be our Lots, 
yet both one and the other work toge- 
ther for our greater Good, this muſt en- 
gage us to admire and adore the indul- 
gent Providence which difpoſes Things 
thus, and with a Reſignation and Chear- 
fulneſs, entirely to rely upon that God, 
who takes ſuch Care of us, and by the 


propereſt Means (becauſe of his own 


chooſing) leads us to Happineſs. 


Wx know, being fully perſuaded both 
by the clear Evidence, and infallible Cer- 


tainty of that Principle which demon- 


ſtratively infers this Truth, that all 
Things work together for good; all ſeem- 
ing Contingencies, as well as what comes 
to paſs in the ſettled courſe of things, do 
in the Iſſue wonderfully conſpire to the 
beſt and eternal Intereſt of them that love 
God of the true, faithful, and obedient 
Chriſtians : We are affur'd of this, I fay, 
becauſe the expreſs Promife of God de- 
Clares that he will, ahd our own Reaſon 

and 


1 
and Experience tells us that he does con- 
tinually interpoſe, powerfully guide, and 
unerringly accompliſh all the Affairs of 
his Creatures; and in the End, tho' we 

do not alway diſcern the Means, does 
thus bring about the eternal Bliſs of thoſe 
that believe, and truſt, and love Him. 


Tris Chriſtian Doctrine I now ad- 
vance directly in Oppoſition to thoſe a- 
mongſt us, who do either too much cry 
up the force of natural Reaſon and Li- 
berty of Man's Will; or depreſs God's 
InfpeQion of our preſent, and Preſcience 
of our future Actions: who to open the 
way to Free- thinking and licentious Li- 
ving, would remove the inſurmountable 
Obſtacle of God's immediate Preſence 
with, and Providence over us. Againſt 
the Men of theſe looſe Principles which, 
tis notorious, do ſo fatally influence the 

rality of our Practice, I wou'd main- 

tain and illuſtrate the Aſſertion of the 
Apoſtle in the Text. And however I 
may ſucceed in the Undertaking, I can't 
but think I 1hall have the good Wiſhes 
B of 
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of all that hear me, becauſe I propoſe 


nothing but what has the univerſal Suf- 
frage and Acknowledgment of all that 
wou'd ſeem to be of any Religion, and 
is indeed the great Anchor and Support 
of all that are of the true, it being that 


without the firm Belief of which we 


Chriſtians ſhould be of all Men moſt 
Miſerable. 


Now that I may do this the more ef- 
fectually, I ſhall (firſt) lay before you 
ſome familiar and obvious, but withal 
the moſt unqueſtion'd and concluding 
Conſiderations that occur, to convince 
you that God's Providence does gently, 
yet eſſectually cauſe all things whatſoever 
to work together for our good. 


2dly. I ſhall in ſome Inſtances de- 
duce that good and advantage which 
from hence does reſult to all that ſincere- 
ly love God. 


I am firſt to lay before you ſome Fami- 
liar, Ce. 


I 


1 


I faid God does effeftnally cauſe all 
things to work together for our good 
Becauſe with reſpect to his Almighty 
Power there is not any Creature can 
pretend to reſiſt his Will, nor can op- 
poſe any Bar or Hindrance to his Delign. 
I faid gently; becauſe with reſpect to his 
infinite Wiſdom, he conducts all his Crea- 
.tures to their end by ways proportion'd 
to their ſeveral Natures, without putting 
a force upon their natural Inſtinct, or 
laying any reſtraint upon the choice of 
free Agents. And thus he turns them as 
he ſees fit, and brings about his Pur- 
poſe and Deſign, | 


To evidence this, I propoſe the Con- 
ſiderations that offer themſelves to this 


purpoſe by theſe Steps and Degrees. 


1. It is to be conſider'd that we can't 
ſurvey the World about us, without ob- 
ſerving that things do proceed in a won- 
derful Order and Harmony, and viſibly 
contribute both to the Beauty of the Uni- 

B 2 verſc 
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1 
verſe, and to the Uſe and Convenience 
of the ſeveral Part iculars therein con- 
tain'd. That this is fo, is I think ac- 
knowledged by all, and is the immedi- 
ate Object of our Senſes. Now I wou'd 
demand how it comes to be fo, and what 
is that Cauſe which does fo regularly 
conduct each thing to its proper good, 
and to the Perfection of the whole? How 
it comes to paſs that * Creatures, con- 
feſſedly void of Underſtanding, Senſe and 
Life, ſhould do their Work with ſo much 
Art and Method? How come they to 


take ſuch Meaſures and uſe ſuch Means 


to bring about their Ends, without be- 
ing capable of either knowing the End 
or diſcerning the Means? Muſt we not 
acknowledge ſome ſuperior Cauſe which 
ſupplies the Want of Choice, and Deſect 
of Reaſon? Is there not a Wiſdom that 
conducts and guides their Actions — 


I will not ask what gives Motion to the 


heavenly Bodies ; but I wou'd fain know 
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why 


„ 
why they keep on in ſo conſtant a Courſe, 
and produce the differeat Seaſons in that 
ſteady Variety, which is abſolutely neceſ- 
ſary to the Life and Suſtenance of all that 
Breaths? Why does the Sun ſo duely 
approach and retire, riſe and fet, and ſo 
opportunely point out the 'Time,--- now 
for the Labour and Toil,,—and then for 
the Reſt and Repoſe both of Man and 
Beaſt? What reſtrains the Waters of 
the Sea, which in their own Nature 
wou'd cover the Earth, and minutely ſeem 
to threaten an univerſal Deluge? Surely 
it can be nothing, but that Providence 
which has preſcrib'd its Bounds and Li- 
mits, and has ſaid to it, Hitherto ſhalt 
thou come, but 0 farther ; and here ſhall 
thy proud Waves be ſtaid. Job xxxvili, 11. 
What gives f-rtility to the Earth, and 
makes it produce its Fruits in ſuch Abun» 
dance? Is it not the indulgent Care of 
our heavenly Father who thus pravides 
for the Neceſſity and Convenience of his 
Children? Who is it that makes the Sun 
to riſe on the Evil and on the Good, and 
ſends Rain on the Juſt and on the Veg, 

ut 


E 
but the great Maſter of the Family, who 
thus ſupplies the Occaſions of his Servants 
who are all employ'd in his Work, —all 
ſerving the deligns of his Providence, 
and all buſied in doing his Will on Earth 


as it is in Heaven? 


2dly. To go a little higher, there is a 
Claſs of Beings which tho? as void of 
Underſtanding as the foregoing, yet be- 
ing endu'd with Senſe are not determin'd 
to one Object only, but do exert a great 
Variety of Actions; and yet their doings 
can't be accounted Gr. without allowing 
the immediate Hand of Providence. Do 
but advert to the Wonders of the moſt 
inconſiderable Inſects, and it is impoſſi- 
ble not to diſcover moſt evident Foot- 
ſteps of an artful and wiſe Contrivance. 
See with what wonder the Spider pro- 
vides for her Suſtenance, and with what 
cunning ſhe ſpreads her Nets to entangle 
the unwery Prey! It is our every day's 
Wonder to obſerve the early Proviſion 
the Fowls of the Air make for the Time 
to come, and with what inimitable Arti- 

fice 
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fice they build their Neſts for the better 
Reception of their future young Ones. 
What ſhall we fay to the formed Socie- 
ties, the regular Government, and the 
united Labour and Concurrence in lay- 
ing up their common Store, which is ſo 
well known and ſo often refer'd to, in 
the Bees and the Ants; to whoſe Dili- 
gence and Addreſs the Holy Scriptures 
point, and to whoſe Example they dire& 
the ſluggiſh Man to be better inſtructed : 
But whether or no we will learn this Leſ- 
ſon of Induſtry from them, there is ano- 
ther we can hardly avoid: We can't 
wink ſo hard but we muſt diſcern a Pro- 
vidence working in, and with theſe his 
irrational Creatures. For we ſhall not 
ſurely aſcribe theſe Effects to any inter- 
nal Principle of Reaſon and Wiſdom in 
thoſe things, Which modern Philoſophy 
will allow to be but mere Matter and 
Motion, and yet *tis plain, they purſue 
their proper Ends with more Order and 
Steadineſs than Man, with all his pre- 
tences to Knowledge and Prudence, does 
his. We can't father theſe conſtant and 


uniform 


ture more unlike, than fortuitous Events 
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uniform Proceedings on blind Hazard, or 
giddy Chance: There is nothing in Na- 


are to thoſe Products of and Con- 
trivance. Shall we fay all this is done by 
natural Inſtinct? If by this Term we 
mean any Principle within the things 
themſelves, by the Force and Vertue of 
which they Act thus; then why do we 
call them irrational Beings? Why do we 
place them in a lower Rank than Man? 
Why do we ſay they are endow'd with 
nothing but Senſe, if with that? But if 


by Inſtinct we mean the Influence of the 


God of Nature upon them, then what I 
am contending for, is granted, vis. That 
all this is perform'd by the guidance of 
Providence, That there is in the World a 
fupreme Reaſon which has ftampt ſome 
faint Reſemblance of it ſelf upon all its 
Creatures, That there is a Sovereign 
Wiſdom which ſuſtaines, actuates, and 
directs all things to the Ends he has de- 
ſign'd them; That from the View both 
of the One and the Other, we can't be 
Ignorant tho* we wou'd, we can't but 

| know 
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know that God does preſide in the World, 
and that by Him all things work toge- 
ther for good to us. 


34ly. To advance one ſtep more, The 
Hand of Providence is no loſs Conſpicu- 
ons in the Government of the rational 
World of Man, whom God has left in 
the Hand of his Counſel, endow'd with 
Liberty and Choice, and made Lord and 
Maſter of his own Actions. For tho? we 
may, and God knows too often do, make 
a perverſe Uſe of this Liberty,-do follow 
ourown Ways,--do find our own Pleaſure, 
and do ſpeak our own Words; yet, what- 
ever we think of it, we are in Truth as 
much under the Power of Providence as 
if we did otherwiſe. *Tis true, from 
hence do proceed all the Errors, Diſor- 
ders, Wars, Deſtructions and Calamities 
that are, all the Sin and Wickedneſs that 
is committed in the World ; which tho? 
directly oppoſite to God's Commands, yet 
are not exempted from his Management 
who well knows how, and always does 
bring ſome great Good out of thoſe 
C greatelt 
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greateſt Evils. Whatever road the Sin- 
ner takes, whether he goes aſtray in the 
By-paths of his own chooſing, or runs 
unthinkingly on in the Broad-way that 
leads to Deſtruction, he till travels whe- 
ther he will or no in the Tract of Provi- 
dence, and can never fruſtrate its Purpoſe : 
God always brings about the Execution 
of his Deſigns, as much by the Obſti- 
nate Reſiſtance of Men's perverſe Will, 
as by their Obedience; as well by their 
RefraQorineſs, as in doing their Duty. 
For in what State ſoever they are, they 
are always Subſervient either to the de- 
claring his Mercy, or to the Manifeſta- 
tion of his Juſtice; his Mercy, if they 
return from their evil Way; his Juſtice, 
if they perſevere in their Impieties. That 
he may not put a Conſtraint on their 
Liberty, he permits them, fince they are 
reſoly'd to do fo, to tranigreſs his Laws; 
but then this ſtill leads to their final E- 
ſtate,-- Miſery, if they will die in their 
Sins; or Happineſs, if they do repent 
and live a new Life. And thus Provi- 
deace is never diſappointed, but makes 


each 
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each Perſon inſtrumental to his Glory, 
which is illuſtrated both in our Salvation 
and in our Loſs, both by the Exerciſe of 
God's Juſtice, and by the Expreſſion of 
his Mercy. 


Hence you can't but ſee that all Men 
both good and bad, notwithſtanding 
their Liberty and Choice, do effeQually 
contribute to the Defigns of Providence 
and Glory of God: But with this fad dif- 
ference, thoſe do it willingly and deſign- 
edly, theſe beſides and againſt their In- 
tentions; thoſe by their ſubmiſſive Com- 

pliance with, theſe by their ſtubborn Re- 
fRance of God's wilt; thoſe do it to 
their unſpeakable Bliſs, theſe to their 
utter Deſtruction. What, tho' the Ene- 
mies of Providence preſume to deny, or 

deſpite his taking Notice of them? What, 
tho the Libertines ftruggle with their 
Yoke, or break thro” the Fences of the 
Divine Law ? Shall this deſtroy the Na- 
ture of Things? or make That ceaſe to 
be, which is % Foundation of all Beings? 
No, Theſe Men may abuſe their Free- 
C 2 will: 
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will: Inſtead of following thoſe Methods 
which Providence chalks out to lead 
them to Heaven, they may comply with 
the impetuous Motions of their Paſſions 
and Appetites, their diſorder'd Affections 
and ungovernable Luſts ; but this is ſo 
far from perſwading us againſt, that they 
themſelves become Arguments for, and 
Inſtances of the being of Providence. 
They will not comply with the Propo- 
fals God offers to bring them to Life, 
therefore they ſhall be conſtrain'd to 0- 
bey his Sentence that dooms them to 
Death; they will not ſubmit to the gen- 
tle Government of his Goodneſs and In- 
dulgence, they therefore ingulf them- 
ſelves under the Dominion of his Severi- 
ty and Vengeance; they will not take 
up the eaſy Yoke and light Burthen of 
God's Commands, they are therefore con- 
ſign'd over to the rigorous Slavery of their 
own Sins, and inſupportable Tyranny of 
their Adverſary the Devil. 


Oa the other Hand, the good Chriſtian 
is ſo clearly perſwaded of this Truth by 
Reaſon 


1 

Reaſon and Diſcourſe, ſo heartily ſatisfied 
of it by the Teſtimonies of his Faith, 
and fo fully convinc'd by his own Senſe 
and Experience, that he entirely reſigns 
himſelf up to, and without reſerve re- 
poſes and reſts himſelf upon God's good 
Providence, as well knowing in all the 
various Turns and Diſpenſations of it, all 
Things ſhall work together for his good. 

For God's Truth has never fail'd any that 
ever rely'd upon it, nor balk'd the Ex- 
pectation of him that truſted it; does al- 
ways relieve his Neceſſities, and ſweeten 
his Afflictions. The Eye of Providence 
is open and awake to his Preſervation, 
tho? it ſometimes may perhaps ſeem to 
Slumber ;---- God 1s always near to and 
preſent with him, even at thoſe very Mo- 
ments when he appears to be withdrawn. 
And tho? God doth ſometimes ſuffer his 
Servants to groan under Want, or Pain, 
or Grief, or Trouble; yet even this very 
thing is an Inſtance of his Love, who by 
this very Means gives occaſion to exer- 
ciſe their Patience, try their Vertue and 
augment their Charity here, that ſo they 
may 
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may encreaſe their Reward and enhance 
their Glory hereafter. And thus his Pro- 
vidence does more conſpicuouſly appear, 
whilſt his infinite Wiſdom contrives to 
bring the greateſt Advantages from that 
very Thing which ſeem'd moſt irkſome 
and grievous to them ;--whilft he turns all 
Events to their Good, even thofe which 
appear d moſt of all other to hurt and 
endamage them, - whilſt he unerringly 
conducts them to their Home by Ways 
ſo admirably concerted, that they never 
fail of accompliſhing their appointed 
Work. 


4thly, and Laſtly. If after what has 
been faid, any Doubt of this can remain 
in your Minds, conſider ſome of the ma- 
ny Inſtances in Holy Writ, wherein the 
Divine Providence has actually appear'd 
in Behalf of his People, and that in ſo 
aſtoniſhing a manner, as no human Pru- 
dence cou'd foreſee, nor can any natural 
Reaſon account for. Doubtleſs Foſeph's 


Brethren look'd no farther than the Sacri- 
ficing him to their Envy and Jealouſy, 
| . when 


I 
when they ſold him for a Slave into E- 
gypt; but Providence had a very different 
Purpoſe to bring about by this Act, —not 
only Jeſephs ſtrange Advancement, but 
the Preſervation of his Father and Fami- 
ly (and among them thoſe very Perſons 
who ſold him) from periſhing by Famine, 
It is Joſephs own Reflection (Ger. xlv. 
5, 8. and. 20.) more than once; for 
thus he accoſts his Brethren, Now there · 
fore (ſays he) be not grieved nor angry 
with yourſelves, that you ſold me hither ; 
for God did ſend me before you, to pre- 
ſerve Life. And again, So now it was 
not you that ſent me hither, but God. 
And again, But as for you, ye thought e- 
vil againſt me; but God meant it unto 
= to bring to paſs, as it is this Days 
to / ave much People alive.----Could any 
appear more fortuitous and acci- 
dental, than that X ſhould loſe his 
Jes, and ſend his Son Saul to ſeek them? 
Yet it was ſtill more unexpected and ſur- 
priſing even to Saul hinfelE that inſtead 
of them he ſhou'd find a Kingdom. The 
King of Egypt's Edi& was intended to 
deſtroy 
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deſtroy the Iſraelite Children, leſt they 
ſhould multiply, and ſo get them up ont 
of the Land: Yet in Purſuance to this 
very Edict Moſes is expos'd, Pharoahs 


own Daughter finds him,—nouriſhes him 


for her own Soh,---and by theſe ſtrange 
Ways he is oreſerv'd to be the Perſon by 
whoſe hand God wou'd give his People 
a wonderous Deliverance. Bur above all, 
obſerve that both Rulers and People had 
their ſeveral Aims in the Death of our 
Lord and Saviour: The Jews Malice 
and the Romans Policy, Pilates Fear, 

and Herods Jealouſy, the Chief Prieſts 


Envy, and Fudasr's Treaſon, all concurr'd 


to bring him to his Execution: Yet by 
his Death are we fav'd,—by his Stripes 
are we heald,---by theſe unlikely Means 
was wrought the greateſt Bleſſing the 
World ever receiv'd, the Salvation of 
loſt Mankind. And whatever the ſeve- 
ral Perſons concern'd in this Tragedy pro- 
pos'd to themſelves: The Scripture aſ- 
ſures us, (As iv. 28.) that, All theſe 
were gather'd together, but for to do 
| what ſo- 
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whatſoever thy Hand, O God, and thy 
Counſel determin'd before to be done. >. 


Having thus far endeavour'd to make 
good the Apoſtle's Doctrine againſt the 
Enemies of Providence, by ſhewing how 
all Things work together for good to us; 
I wou'd now apply it to ourſelves, and 
improve it by laying before you ſome of 
the many Advantages which do from 


hence accrue to them who ſincerely love 
God. 


1/7. Do we know that all things work 
together for Good to them that love God ? 
then may we ſecurely ſet our Hearts at 
reſt, and enjoy a peaceful Tranquility, 
and ſerenity of Mind under all the Hur- 
ry and Buſtle, in all the Confuſion and 
Diſturbance of a buſy and troubleſome 
World. For when we conſider that all 
Affairs here, which at firſt View ſeem 
to depend more on Chance and Accident, 
than on Prudence and Reaſon, where 
Malice is ſucceſsful, and Injuſtice tri- 
umphs over Righteouſneſs, where the 

D g blackeſt 
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blackeſt Crimes eſcape oft unpuniſh'd, and 
encreaſe and go on with a higher hand and 
more bare-fac'd Inſolence, by reaſon of this 
Impunity; and that notwithſtanding this 
Appearance, we are aſſur'd that they are 
all govern'd by an unerring Wiſdom, and 
a moſt powerful Providence which does 
neither order nor permit any thing, but 
with exact Juſtice, and infinite Goodnefs ; 
we then find abundant Cauſe to fatisfy 
all Doubts and Objections of our Mind, 
to ſilence all the Murmurs of our Rea- 
ſon, and we repoſe ourſelves on this in- 
fallible Conduct and Diſpoſal, with an 
entire Reſignation of our ſhallow Judg- 
ment. We are now no more ſurpriz'd 
or ſtagger*d at the Proſpect of prevailing 
Iniquity, at diſcountenanc'd Vertue, at 
baniſh'd Juſtice, at oppreſs'd Innocence 
and deſpis'd Religion: Becauſe we are 
thoroughly perſwaded that none of theſe 
Things could be fo, unleſs our God faw 
fit to permit and ſuffer them; and thar 
he wou'd never ſuffer them, unleſs he had 
very good Reaſon for doing fo, unleſs it 


were 
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were incomparably more for the common 
Good, and for our Advantage in parti- 
cular to permit, than to prevent them. 


Tis no matter that theſe Reaſons are 
not known to us, *tis enough that they 
are well underſtood and approv'd by God, 
and that they ſhall hereefter be difco- 
vered to us too, when the Light of Glo- 
ry ſhall have diſpell'd our Darkneſs and 
clear d up our Underſtanding, *Tis of 
no Conſequence neither that by the ſe- 
cret Procedure of Providence there is 
much Evil tolerated, as the Contempt 
of good Men, and the Flouriſhing of 
Bad, the Miſery of People, and Deſtruc- 
tion of Nations, and what is worſt of all, 
the irreparable loſs of many Souls: for 
tho? all this be too juſt a Subject of Grief + 
to any thinking Perſon, yet this Grief is 
over-ballanc'd and filenc'd by remembring 
that it is God's good pleaſure upori moſt 
righteous Mofives, to let them be juſt 
thus; and that the ſame God, who con- 
nives at preſent at thefe Miſchiefs, knows 
how to repair and make amends with 

D 2 Intereſt 
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Intereſt for them. Nay more, from 


* 


thoſe very Ills to extract the moſt ſub- 


lime and valuable Good. What can be 
conceiv'd more diſmal] and thocking than 


the Fall of Man? And yet God made this 


the Occaſion of ſo unſpeakable a Bleſſing 
to us by the Incarnation of the eternal 
Word and the moſt ineſtimable Price of 
our Redemption, that this very Miſery, 
how deplorable ſoever in itſelf, is im- 


proved to the greateſt Happineſs that 


ever was beſtowed upon us. If we cou'd 
ſuppoſe that ſome Occurrences might be 


contriv'd to the greater private Benefit 
of ſome particular Perſons, yet it 1s cer- 


tain they couw'd not be better manag'd 
for the publick Good of the whole, nor 
for the end God propoſes in. all his 
Works, the Intereſt of his Glory, and 
the Manifeſtation of his Divine Attri- 
butes. For if there were no Sinners to- 
lerated, how could his Patience and Long- 
Suffering be evidenc'd in his bearing with, 


and waiting for their Repentance? How 


cou'd his Mercy be declar'd in pardon- 
ing, or his Juſtice in puniſhing them? 
: . 


29 3 


2dly. If we know that all Things 
work together for good to them that love 
God; if we have Faith enough ſteadily 
to rely upon this Promiſe, we ſhall un 
doubtedly experience a full Aſſurance 
and unſhaken Security in all thoſe Dan- 
gers that do, or can threaten us: Be- 
cauſe Providence, who does more hearti- 
ly eſpouſe our Intereſt, and with more 
Concern and Efficacy than we ourſelves 
can be conceived to do, does ever encom- 
paſs us with his Protection, cover us 
with his Shield,--— and defend us from 
whatever can truly be ſaid to annoy us. 
For who is he that will hurt us, if we 
be Followers of that which is good? No, 
God does in all our Straits and Tempta- 
tions prevent us with the Aſſiſtance of 
his Grace, and acquaints us that his 
Grace is ſufficient for us: He does ſup. 
port our Courage againſt all the Frowns: 
and Attacks of the World; he inſpires 
us in all our Difficulties with an undaunt - 
ed Reſolution, and preſerves us from 


dfedting: any thing to a criminal Degree, 
and 
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and from fearing any thing ſo much as 
the offending or diſpleaſing Him. Hence 
proceeds that Indifference for all things 
here below,—-that unmov'd Conſtancy 
which we can't but obſerve and atmire 
in the good Chriſtian. When exercis'd 
with the moſt violent Shocks of Fortune, 
and toſs'd on the threatning Billows of 
a tempeſtuous World, he quietly repoſes 
himſelf on the Teſtimony of a good Con- 
ſcience-—an undaunted Integrity—--and a 


firm Reliance on the Care of Providence; 


he laughs at all the Deſigns, the Malice 
either of Men or Devils can form againſt 
Him, and at all the impotent and vain 
Efforts they make to drive him from his 
Hold: Becauſe he has fix'd himſelf upon a 
Rock, and is ſupported by an Arm infinitely 
ſuperior to that of his Enemies and Op- 
preſſors. Let the Rain deſcend, and the 
Floods come, and the Winds blow, they 
may beat upon the Foundation of the 
Structure, but it can't fall; for the Gates 
of Hell can't prevail againſt this ſo well 


plac'd a Confidence. He knows. with 
the (Heb. xii. 5, 6.) Apoſtle who it is 
that 
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that has ſaid, I will never leave thee, nor 
forſake thee. And therefore may boldly 
ſay, The Lord is my Helper, and I will 
not fear what Man ſhall do anto me. (Pſal. 
xxiii. 4.) Tea, though I walk through the 
Valley of the ſhadowy of Death, I will fear 
ng evil; for thou, O God, art with me, 
thy Rod and thy Staff they comfort me. 


34ly. This Knowledge that all things 
work together for good to them thatlove 
God, adminiſters an inexpreffible Com- 
fort, Conſolation and Joy under all thoſe 
Croſſes and Sufferings, which in the E- 
ſteem of the World are reputed Adver- 
ſities and Afflictions. For when God 
viſits us with Sickneſs or Pain, with Po- 
verty or Diſgrace, with the Loſs of E- 
ſtate or of Friends, what we moft ſet 
our Hearts upon, or the like, we are aſ- 
ſured that nothing of all this cou'd befall 
us, unleſs God had order'd it fo, having 
ſeen it moſt expedient for us; whoſe Wiſ. 
dom in it we can't queſtion, and whoſe 
Kindneſs we can't ſuſpect. No; we know 


gent 


his Mercy is often then the moſt indul- 
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gent to us, when he uſes the greateſt Se- 
verity, and when we ſmart moſt under 
his Rod; and thoſe Laſhes which he in- 


flicts are the beſt Evidences of his Tender- 


neſs and Love to us, becauſe they are the 
very Methods by which he uſually brings 
his greateſt Favourites to himſelf. Per- 
haps he ſees it neceſſary thus to wean us 
from our Fondneſs for this Life, where 
if every thing about us were eaſy and 
convenient we {hou'd miſtake it for our 
Home, and fancy it good for us to be 
Here, and conſequently ſhou'd never de- 
fire nor think of that better Place which 
he has prepar'd for us. Twas St. Peter's 


Caſe at our Lord's Transfiguration, but 


the Holy Spirit tells us, he then knew not 
what be ſaid, (Lake ix. 33.) Perhaps he 
is pleas'& to ſhew us the Folly of our 
Wiſhes when we pretend to chooſe for 
ourſelves, and to bleſs us with ſuch a 
Condition which of all others we ſhould 
leaſt have deſired. *Tis too much to be 
happy both here and hereafter. Abra- 
ham told the rich Man fo, (Lake xvi. 25.) 
Son remember that thou in thy Life-time 

re- 
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yecervedf# thy good Things, and likewiſe 
Lazarus evil Things : But now he is com- 
forted, and thou art. tormented. If fo, 
Lord! give me my Comfotts hereafter! 
Providence welt knows that Riches, and 
Honours, and Pleaſures are the Accom- 
modations of that Road which leads to 
Deſtruction; he therefore points out to 
them that love him a more rugged Path, 
and thro* Diſgrace and Contempt leads 
them to Glory, thro? Sorrows» and 
Troubles to everlaſting Reſt,----thro* Hu- 
miliation to Honour. and thro? the Crots 
to a Crown. Perhaps our Circumſtances 
require that we ſhould be tried or re- 
fin'd : He who belt knows this, commits 
us to the Furnace of Tribulation to purge 
away our Droſs, and to prove the ſin- 
cerity of our Faith ;---he by Mortifica- 
tion pares off what is amiſs, ſuperfluous, 
or imperfe&, that ſo he may poliſh, com- 
pleat, and more exattly conform us to 


the Image of his ſuffering crucitied Son. 


I do not fay this withour good War- 
rant, for we have the Example of all true 
E Lovers 
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Lovers of God that are gone before us, 
who thus thought, and thus practis'd; 
who in all their Diſappointments and 
Afflictions not only ſilently ſubmitted to, 
but comforted themſelves, rejoyced, and 
gloried in them. Thus the firſt Chriſti- 
ans rejoyced in Hope, and not only ſo, 
but gloried in Tribulation alſo. Rom. v. 
2, 3. Thus St. Paul (2 Cor. xii. 10.) took 
pleaſure in Infirmities, in Reproaches, in 
Neoeſſities, in Perſecutions, in Diſtreſſes 
tor Chriſt's Sake, and gloried in them 
only: (Gal. vi. 14.) God forbid that J 
ſhould Glory, ſave in the Croſ's of our Lord 
Feſus Chriſt, by whom the World is cru- 
'cified unto me, and I unto the World. 
Thus the other Apoſtles (Acts v. 41.) 
departed from the Preſence of the Coun- 
eil, rejoycing that they were counted wor- 
thy to ſuffer ſhame for his Name. A very 
Heathen could obſerve how glorious and 
divine a Spectacle it was to fee a good 
Man wreſtling with his adverſe Fortune: 
How much more ſo mult it be, to behold 
a Chriſtian bravely holding out againſt 
all the Attacks of the World and Satan ? 
| 1 Could 


11 

Could we but view St. Paul dragging his' 
Chains which he wore for the Sake of his 
Maſter, doubtleſs he wouꝰd appear more 
Auguſt and Illuſtrious than the proudeft 
Conqueror in the midſt of his Splendour 
and Triumphs; Ay, and I add that God, 
when he calPd him thus to ſuffer for him, 
beſtow'd a greater Mark of his Favour 
upon him than when he caught him up 
to the third Heaven. 


athly, and Laſtly. Do we indeed pro- 
feſs to know that all things work together 
for good to them that love God, and 
pleaſe our ſelves with being of that hap- 
py Number? How is it then that we are 
not aſham'd to betray ſo much importu- 
nate Care and Solicitude to acquire ſo 
much Diſcontent and Uneaſineſs in the 
want of the triffling Conveniences and 
Superflueties of this Life? With what - 
Face can we indulge that Spleen, Cha- 
grin, and Melancholy which is now the 
real or fancied Diſtemper ſo much in Fa- 
ſhion? Where the Diſeaſe is not in the 
Body, but in the Mind ; where Vapours 
KS - may 
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may be pretended, but diſlike of our Cir- 
cumſtances is in truth our Aile; there 
ſurely this Truth, were it heartily be- 
liey'd, wou'd be a Sovereign Cure. See 
how our Saviour applies the Remedy! 

If Providence with a liberal Hand ſup- 
plies all the Wants of the moſt inconſi- 


derable of his Creatures; If he feed the 


young Ravens that call upon him; If he 
clothe the Graſs of the Field, which to 
Day is and to Morrow is caſt into the 
Oven; If a Sparrow can't fall to the 
ground without your heavenly Father, 
and the very Hairs of your Head are all 


numbred; How can this Providence ever 
be ſuppoſed to abandon Man the Maſter- 


piece and finiſhing ſtroke of the Creation, 
which alone bears the Image and Re- 
ſemblance of Himſelf, and is the chief 
Object of his Care and Love? Will he 
ſuffer him to periſh thro? Want, or Hun- 
ger, or Nakedneſs? Can we ever deſpair 
ofa ſeaſonable ſnpply? I am, ſure he has 
commanded us to take no thought what 
we {hall eat, or what we ſhall drink, or 
where-withal we ſhall be clothed ;----Has 

told 
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told us our Heavenly Father knows we 
have need of all theſe things; and if we 
do our Part, all theſe ſhall be added un- 
to us. If Providence ſupply the Sinner, 
his Enemy, with enough and to ſpare; 
If he furniſh him with Conveniences and 
Superfluities, with Riches, Honours and 
Pleaſures; How can his good and faith- 
ful Servants diſtruſt him for Neceſſaries? 
He need not if he credit the Obſervation 
of the Pſalmiſt as to matter of Fact. P/a. 
XXXVII 25. 1 have been young, and now 
am old; (ſays he) yet ſaw 1 never. the 
righteous forſaken, nor his ſeed begging 
their Bread. If God ſometimes appears 
ſlack (as ſome Men count ſlackneſs) in 
coming to our Succour and Relief, it is 
doubtleſs to let us feel our own Weak- 
neſs and Inſufficiency, and lead us in our 
Wants to apply with more Fervour and 
Faith to his Bounty. If he do not fur- 
niſh Fuel to our Extravagance, Pride, or 
Luxury ; this is the greateſt Expreſſion of 
his Care for us, leſt thoſe things ſhould 
deceive us into a Perſwaſion that this 
World 1s all we are to hope for or ex- 


pect, 


1 
pect. If God do not viſibly ſhow'r down 
Abundance upon us, yet there is no good 
Man but does perceive a ſecret Bleſſing 
going along with the little he has, pro- 
ſpering all he does, and ſweetning all with 
a convented, ſatisfied Mind. 


I would not be linderfttbs as tho” this 
were to encourage you to quit your ho- 
neſt Callings, and expect Providence 
{ſhould ſupport you in Idleneſs: No, how- 
ever he cauſes things to work together 
for your good, it is {till upon the ſuppo- 
ſal that you put to your helping Hand,---- 
concurr and co-operate with him both to 
the Maintenance of your Body and the 
Sanctification of your Soul. That which 
the Goſpel condemns is that reſtleſs, ea- 
ger Importunateneſs for the good things 
of this Life,---- thoſe unjuſt Repinings 
that you enjoy no more, and Doubts and 
Fears of looſing what you do enjoy, 
that perpetual Solicitude to ſupply your 
preſent Wants and prevent your future. 
You muſt then go on in your lawful Em- 
ployments, but without too great Ap- 


plication 
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plication and Paſſion; you muſt provide 
for your Occaſions, but without too 
much Concern and Uneaſineſs; you muſt 
be diligent in your Buſineſs, but without 
Murmuring and Repining if the Event 
does not anſwer your Expectation; be- 
cauſe the Succeſs does not depend upon 
you, but upon Providence who directs 
the good and the bad Iſſues, and makes 
the one as well as the other ſubſervient 
to your great End and beſt Intereſt. So 
that as you are not too much to hug your 
ſelves upon that which you fancy falls out 
for the Beſt, ſo neither are you to de- 
ſpond upon what has a worſe Appear- 
ance; becauſe the latter do very often 
contribute as much, or more to your e- 
ternal Happineſs, as the former do. 


Your main Concern is not, you know, 
the Care of this Body which is every Mo- 
ment mould'ring into Duſt, but the Sal- 
vation of your immortal Part, whoſe Por- 
tion muſt be an Eternity either of Bliſs 
or Woe. Wherefore ſeek ye firſt the 
N of God and his Righteouſneſs, 


and 
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and all theſe Things ſhall be added unta 
you. Fix your mind on your Home as 
you ought, and you will not think the 
triffling Occurrences in your Journey very 
much worth your Notice; things in 
which you are fo little concern d as you 
are in the Times and the Seaſons, which 
it is not for you to know, ſince the Fa- 
ther has put them in his own Power. Ap- 
ply your ſelves with Zeal and Fervour 
todo your Maſter's Buſineſs, and be aſ- 
ſur'd his Providence will not defert or a- 
bandon you in your Wants, nor intermit 
his Care of you. Eſpouſe his Intereſt 
heartily, and teſtify your Love of him by 
your Obedience, and then never fear that 
he will be wanting in a ſuitable Return, 
ſince he has promiſed that all things fhall 
work together for good to you. 


Upon the whole, methinks, we can't 
chooſe but be convinced that we are o- 
blig'd ever to have our Eye fix'd upon 
God's over · ruling Providence, and that 
we ſecurely acquieſce in the Care he has 
engaged himſelf to take i in our Conduct; 

cat 
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that we receive, as from his Hand, 
all the Events that befall us, whether they 
are agreeable to our Wiſhes or otherwiſe, 
fince he had decreed them from Eternity, 
tho? he executes them but in Time, and 
makes both Proſperity and Adverfity e- 
qually inſtrumental to the good he de- 
ſigns us; and that the knowing this 


ſhould be our ſupport in Diſtreſs, our Se- 


curity in Danger, our Refuge in Want, — 
and our Safety in all the Revolutions and 
moſt ruinous Poſtures of human Affairs. 
The condition of this Life, and the O- 
bligations of Charity will not ſuffer us to 
be wholly untouch'd at publick Diſorders 
and reigning Impiety ; this wou'd be too 
Stoical an Indifference and Inſenſibility. 
But when it is not in our Power to re- 
medy them, nor can we fee any Hopes 
that the World ſhould become better, 
we ought not to let this ruffle our Quiet 
or interrupt our Duty: We ſhould lay 
aſide our uſeleſs Fears, calm our inward 
Troubles, and entirely depend upon the 
adorable Diſpoſals of Providence: We 
ſhould ſilently admire and adore the Depth 
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the Riches both of the Wiſdom and 
G 1 — 4 of God! and confels that an- 
Jearchable are his Judgments, and his 
Ways paſt finding out. Rom. xi. 33. 


'Do thou then, rhoſt indulgent Father, 
ordain, permit, and diſpoſe of all things 
as it ſeems beſt to thy Wiſdom: I ſub- 
mit all I have, and all f am, and entirely 
reſign my ſelf and them to thy good 
Pleaſure. I thankfully receive all from 
thy Hand without reſerve, whether Joy 
or Grief, whether Abaſement or Abutt- 
dance, whether Diſgrace or Honour, whe- 
ther Life or Death. I have no Deſire of 
my ewn, but that thy Will may be done, 
and that I may be enabled to tread that 
Path thou haſt chalked out for me ; that 
ſo ever under the Guidance of thy Pro- 
vidence I may arrive at that happy Place 
whither thou calleſt me, and be edmit- 
ted to contemplate, to admire, and to 
praiſe thee te all ETERNITY. | 


The End of the Firſt Sermon. 


Acts XX. 24. 


But none of theſe things move 
me, neither count I my life 


dear unto my ſelf, ſo that I 
might finiſh my courſe with 


HE finiſhing our Courſe 
with Joy, or the attaining 
| do an happy Concluſion of 

F TW: our Lite i, I think, the 

AS univerſal Wiſh of all Man- 
kind; the bad Man, as well as the good ; 
the careleſs Trifler, as well as the think- 
ing Chriſtian. He that will not be at 
the pains to live well, as well as he that 
does, wou'd yet delire (if a Wiſh wou'd 
do the Bufineſs) to die well, ſince he 
muſt die one time or other. Let me die 
the Death of the Righteous, and let my 


laſt 


laſt end be like his, was the Prayer of 


Balaam himſelf at the very time he came 
with a purpoſe to cuvſe Ifrgeh Naw 
if the worſt of Men, and who lead the 
moſt diſſolute wretehed Lives do yet 


acknawledge the vaſt Importance of c- 


ſing them well, what muſt we think of 
it, who ('tis to be hoped) do batter 
canſider, da daily pray tor, and as con- 
ſtantly endeavour to arrive at an happy 
Death? How fhou'd we eyer have our 
approaching Diſſolution in View, who 
daily ſee and deplore the miſerable De- 
parture af the wicked * N 
which is not only a violent Tearing of 
their Bodies from their Sauls, but alſo 
an eternal Separation of their Souls ſrem 
their Gop! 

Ir is not without good Reaſon that 
our Life is here reſembled te and call'e 
hy the Name of a Courſe or Rage, where 
our All is at Stake; and wher 7 vor- 
ing as we {ugceed, we either gain the Prize 
of eternal Happineſs, or loſę it for ever, 
It is re great matter ham long of how 
ſhort the way is; hew ſoon, or how lata 
we arrive, ſo we do but eſcape the Dan» 

gers 
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gers that beſet us, come ſafe to the Goal, 
and be crown'd as Conquerors: No 
matter what Abode we make, what Rank 
we hold, what Equipage we appear-in 
in the the World, provided we finiſh our 
Courſe with Joy, and from this Vale of 
Tn Labour, and Milery paſs, unto 
our Reſt, our Country and our Home. 
That is not, believe the, the beſt Life 
which is ſtretched out to the greatelt 
Length; but that wherein molt good has 
been done: out age is not ſo much to be 
reckon'd of by the Years we have run thro), 
as by the number and Excellence of the 
Vertues we have acquird, and the Duties 
we have practis d. As there are ſome who 
are early fipe for Eternity, and do make 
ſd ſpeedy Advances in their great Work as 
to accompliſh that in a ſhort ſpace, which 
others can't compals in a long ſerics of 
Tears; So there are others too who grow 
old in Time, and yet are but Children 
in Religion: — who do but then begin 
to live, when it is time to die; and when 
a long Age is worn out, they leave no 
ſign behind them that they ever were at 
all. What is it to me whether I die in 

this 
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this or that Period of my Age ? A few Years 
more or leſs, make but a very inconſider- 
able Difference in the Account of one that 
reckons for Eternity. What is it to me 
whether I live here in State and Grandeur, 
or in Retirement and Obſcurity, in 
Riches and Abundance, or in ſtraiter and 
meaner Circumſtances, - in Power and 
Authority, or in Subjection and Depen- 
dence? But it is of infinite Conlequence, 
and my everlaſting Intereſt is concern'd 
in it, that I depart hence in the fear and 
favour of God; ſince an happy or miſer- 
able Futurity depends upon the good or 
bad End and E, it I make. 

SUCH thoughts as theſe the Apoſtles 
Words do naturally ſuggeſt. For we muſt 
obſerve that they are part of his Diſcourſe 
to the Elders of the Church when he took 
his laſt Leave of them; where (amongſt 
other things) he foretells the Perſecution 
he expected, vis. that tho? it was not re- 
veal'd rhat he was to be put immediate. 
ly to Death, yet Impriſonments and Suf. 
ferings certainly were to be his Lot. Ver. 
22, 23- And now behold, I go bonnd inthe 
Spirit unto Jeruſalem, not knowing the 

things 


L 49 J 

things that ſhall befall me there: ſave that 
the Holy Ghoſt witneſſeth in every City, 
ſaying, that bonds and affiiftions abide me. 
Whether this was reveal'd immediately to 
himſelf, or rather to others concerning him, 
as it was to Agabus, in the next Chapter, 
ver. 10, 11. Upon which he declares how 
ready he was to endure any thing, ſo he 
might but finiſh his Courſe with Joy. 
But none of theſe things (lays he) move, 
me, that is, (to expreſs it more agreeably 
to the words of the Original, tho* to the 
ſame ſenſe) But of nothing of this do 1 
make account, nor is Life it ſelf of any Con- 


$ fideration to me, ſo that I might finiſh my 


Courſe with Joy; that is, ſo as he after- 
wards explains himſelf, 2 Tim. iv. 7, 8. 
at the nearer approach of his Departure, 
I have fought a good fight, (fays he) I 
have finiſhed my courſe, I have kept the 
faith. Henceforth there is laid up for 
me a Crown of Righteouſneſs, which the 
Lord the righteous judge ſhall give me at 
that Day. 

Now from hence we may take out 
two very concerning Leſſons. Firſt, Here 


we ſee how very neceſſary it is that we 
G finiſh 
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finiſh our Courſe with Joy. And Second- 


ly, We learn how to do 5 Yet neither 
of theſe ſeem to be ſtudied by us with due 
Application; we ſeem to be wholly intent 
upon the eaſy and commodious Progteſs 
in our Journey, without ever thinking 
what the Concluſion of it will be. I grant 
We wou'd all deſire to die well, but the 


Miſchief is we take no Pains to live ſo; 


without which the other is not to be 
hoped for. Whence I take Occaſion to 
recommend theſe two Things to your 
moſt ſerious Conſideration, 


Firſt, Since the Importance of finiſhing 
our Courſe with Joy is ſo hugely great, 
I wou'd convince you that an innocent, 
wſeful, holy Life is the beſt and pro- 
pereſt, if not the only way, to arrive at 
an happy Death. This is evident from 
St. Paul's being ſo regardleſs of what 
ever ſhou'd befall him, and of Death it 
ſelf, ſo that he might but be ſo happy as 
to attain to this good End. 
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Secondly, Our whole Life is but one 


continued Courſe or Journey towards 
our 


G 1 1 
our Graye. I wou'd perſwade you as a 


great Motive to perform it as you qught, 


to have. your Exd always in view and 
ever remember that you are (Gary A 
ment haſtening to your Death. 
the Apoſtles Example powerfully. 0” 
mends to us, when upon all his Actions 
he here makes the proſpect of his Death 
to have ſo great an Influence. 


Firft then, I wou'd convince you that 


the ſureſt Means of attaining to an h 
ty Death is to lead an innocent, uſe ul, 
and holy Life. 
Firſt, That fince when we ſhall have 
done all theſe Things which are com- 


manded us, we are yet to acknowledge 


we ate unproſitahle Servants. We muſt 
not neither pretend to deſerve at God's 
Hands ſo great a Favour as is the 

ing our Courſe with Joy. No!----T ho? 


we'ſhow'd have all the "Zeal of the 4. 


poſtle s, the Conſt ana y of the Martyrs 
the Parity of Angeli, and the Love of 
the Seraphim, tho we ſhou d live the 
holieſt Life that euer was lead upon Earth, 
| (G6. 2 | yet 


To which purpoſe con- 


2 - 8928 hf 7 5 
— — — — ——— . — — — 
. a ˙· and. 


i 

| 

j 

h 

: 
5 
4 

1 
1 

j! 


— 
— 


— 


——  - — 


— —— oe — 


— . 
— — 


* 
-— 4 
— la 


yet we ſhow'd have done no more than is 
our Duty to do : We cou'd not upon that 
ſcore claim our Reward as due; it wou'd 
ſtill be the pure Effet and Reſult of 
God's infinite Mercy and Bounty. Yet 
notwithſtanding all this, the Scripture is 
ſo full of Exhortations to be righteous, 
and of Promiſes to them that are ſo, that 
we have all the Encouragement imagin- - 
able, upon the proſpe& of a well ſpent 
Life, to truſt aſſuredly that God will eon- 
tinue his Grace to us to enable us to per- 
ſevere to the end of it. Tho? we are to 
work out our Salvation with Fear and 
Trembling, yet our chriſtian Hope is ever 
to be the predominant Vertue in the 
good Man. Weare to rely upon the di- 
vine Mercy, and to believe that, if we 
are not wanting to ourſelves, God will 
undoubtedly accompliſh the good Work 
he has begun in us. q Oebug! 


| Secondly, Obſerve farther, that beſides 
the Influence of theſe chriſtian Duties of 
Faith and Hope, there ſeems to be a po- 
ſitive Connection between the holy Pro- 


greſs and happy Concluſion of our Life. 
| And 


1 
And this I do not gather ſo much from 
the infallible Efficacy of God's Grace, 
the Sincerity and Integrity of the Man's 
deſigns and the ſecret Teſtimony of a good 
Conſcience, as from theſe repeated Pro- 
miſes of God's Word; where we are aſ- 


ſur'd that what we have ſowed in our. 


Life we ſhall reap at our Death; —as we. 
ſet out, ſo we conclude our Journey; that 


the ſame Maſter who ſet us at Work will. 


pay. us our Wages, and we ſhall at length 


come to that place whither the path we. 
make choice of leads to. From hence the. 


Conclufion is obvious, if we go in at the 


way, we ſhall at length find that Life to 
which theſe do lead: - if we work in the 


Lord's Vineyard bear the Heat and Her: | 


then of the Day, he ſhall at laſt pay us 
what he agreed with us for: if we 
ſtrive and run as we ought, we ſhall un. 
doubtedly obtain the Crown, propog'd; 


and if we ſow the ſeed | of Vertue and 
Grace, we {hall at the. Harveſt reap the 


Fruits of Happineſs and Glory. 


«. 
N. 


Thirdly, 


ſtrait Gate, engage in the narrow rough 
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-Thivdh, I wau'd donn s yet "i 
cher to you from the Example and Ex- 
perience of the Beſt of Men who are gone 
before us, and who have ſtill declar'd 
their ſteady Expectation of their Reward 
from the preſent Senſe they had of | God's 
powerful Grace with them; and by the 
Help of this their Continuance in prac- 
tice” of their Duty. See with What con- 
fidence in the midſt of his miſeries Job 
promiſes himſelf an happy Reſurrection and 
the Bleſſings that attend it! I can't doubt, 
Hays he) but that my almighty Judge 
and Saviour is ever ready and able to 
make good his Promiſes. S0 I truſt that 
one Day -I'ſhall itumph-over: Death, 
I Thall be reviv d from my Duſt. I ſhall 
come out of my Grave, and I. ſhall en- 
joy the beatifick Viſion of / God in this 
very Body, Which now covered as it is 


With Sores, hall then ſhine in Luſtre and 

Rays of Glory. 1 know that em) Reder mer 
liveth.;----atd ib after my Skin worms de- 
ſtroy t this Rody, yet in my Fleſh ſhall:L fee 
God: Job xix. 25, 26. To the fame pur. 


pole St. Paul expreſſes himſelf, 2 Tim. i. 12. 
bo U 
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F know (ſays he) whom ] have believed, 
and I am perſtwaded that he is able ty 
keep that which I have committed unto 


him againſt that Day: that is, I am welt 


aſſur'd of his Faithfulnefs on whom I re- 


ly and in whom I repoſe my Treft; as 


he is to be my Judge, ſo he will be 
my Redeemer too; he will with In- 
tereft rerurn that at my Death which 
I have as it were depoſited with him by 
the Service arid Obedience of my Life. 


Fourthly, I would add that ſeveral of 
the Attributes and Perfections of God 
are intereſted in the crowning a good life 


with a ſuitable End: as his Veracity, his 


Wiſdom, and his Goodneſs. The infal- 


lible Truth of God is herein concern'd, 
in as much as he has often paſſed his 
Word, engag'd his Promiſe tab he wilt 

der aft afford us the like treatment as 
we uſe him with here: if we are aſham'd 
of and forſake him in our life time, he 


heren 


will negle& us at our laſt hours; "bur 
that he will prote& us againſt all our 


Enemies, and make us more than Con- 


querors, if we confeſs, obey, and ex- 
preſs 
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preſs an unfeigned endeavour to pleaſe 
and approve ourſelves to him. The Wiſ- 
dom of his Providence in the Govern- 
ment of the World ſeems to require that 
God ſhou'd not propoſe an uncertain Hire 
and Wages to thoſe whom he employs 
in his Work; leaſt by this Means they 
ſhould grow idle and careleſs from an Ap- 
prehenſion that their Labour might be in 
vain: but to excite our Reſolution. and 
Courage in keeping his Commandments 
and uſing thoſe Means he has preſcrib'd, 
it is reaſonable to ſuppoſe that he gives 
ſufficient Aſſurance of obtaining our End 
and of enjoying the Reward that 1s pro- 
pos'd to our Obedience. God's Mercy 
is yet more engag'd in this Affair: for if 
he often extends his Bquaty to the wick- + 
ed and profane who have provok'd and 
continued thro? a long Train of Years ;-- 

if by a wondrous Indulgence he ſome- 
times opens to ſuch the Sanctuary of 

Repentance and the Temple of his Glory, \ i 

is it imaginable he will be leſs compaſ- 

ſionate towards them who have long 

ſerv'd him faithfully, and who when 

thro? ſurprize and frailty they incurr'd 
755 his 
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the yet farther Light of his Geſpel. faith, 
ſhou'd ever dare to ſleep whilſt he knows 
himſelf under the diſpleaſure of God, and 
ſo expos'd to the immediate danger of be- 


ing loſt eternally ; ſince he may very juſtly 


expect it ſhou'd be his Lot, as it hath 
been that of many a one in his very Cir- 
cumſtance to have his Sleep conclude in 
Death, and never to awake again but in 
irrecoverable Miſery. You muſt acknow- 
ledge that as it is very juſt, ſo it is not 
unuſual with God to chaſtiſe the Preſump- 
tion of ſuch as go on in a reſolv'd Ha- 
bit of Vice, and think they ſhall ſtill have 
time enough to repent; to puniſh them, 
I fay, with a ſudden and unforeſeen Death. 
And what ſecurity do you pretend from 
that which has befallen Thouſands of bet- 
ter Men than you? Why then, I pray, 
may not the ſame be your Fate? And if 
it ſhou'd, Lord! what wor'd become of 


you !-—you are loſt and undone for ever ! 


I do not ſpeak this only of the great, 
clamorous, and flagrant Crimes of the 
Age; but alſo of thoſe ſuppos'd to be leſs 
malignant, and but the beginnings of Sin. 

| Regs 
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I fay the Allowance of theſe i is ; extream- 
ly dangerous, becauſe all Sins are in ſome 


ſort chain'd together, and we too eaſily 
paſs not only from one degree, but from 
one kind to another. The longeſt Rivers, 
vou know, near the Spring- head are but 
little Brookes: and the moſt enormous 
Diſorders in our practice have but the 
ſame Original with theſe leſſer faults, 
which we careleſs|y diſregard. Men do 
not launch out at once into the wide O- 
cean of Lewdneſs and Debauchery, but 
by flow degrees, by little and little creep 
on before they can be thorough paced in 
Villany. So that what we erroneouſly 
judge a ſmall fault, a, .triffle, 2. trick of 
Youth, is in truth no ſuch matter; but 
a daring affront to God, an Ac of Re- 
bellion, and perhaps that very thing from 
which our everlaſting Miſery derives its 
Source. We ſee many Examples of this 
in Scripture.Saul's utter rejection com- 
menc'd with fuch a diſobedience as he 
had a plauſible Excuſe for. He ſpar'd it 
ſeems. the beſt of the Sheep and of the 
Oxen which ſhou'd have been deſtroy'd: 
N „ but 
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to ſick and dying Chriſtians, to fly 
them in thoſe their warmeſt Conflicts and 
Agonies, and to arm them againſt the 
Fraud and Malice of our grand Enemy 
when in theſe "their laſt Moments he ne- 
ver fails to employ his utmoſt Eflorts a- 
gainſt them. Beſides, the Sacrament is the 
Earneſt of God's favour; and we always 
reckon our ſelves cettain of a Promiſe 
when we have ſufficient ſecurity of the 
Performance: So that by the conſtant 
ſe of this, we lay the ſtrongeſt Engage- 
ment imaginable upon God to continue 
his Grace to us, ſince this is by his own 
Appointment not only a Means whereby 

| we receive the ſame, but alſo a Pledge 
to aſſure ts thereof. Now if any of theſe 
things move you, Brethren ; or if you ac- 
count your ſelves dear unto your ſelves, 
encourag'd by theſe Comforts endeavour 
to ful your Conrſe, with Joy. And 
this will bring me to the ſecond thing I 
advanc'd, namely, That ſince our whole 
Life i is but one continued Courſe or Jour- 
ney towards our Grave; let me prevail 
with you, as a powerful Motive to per- 
thought 
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form it as you ought, to have. your End 
always in View, and ever to. remember 
that you are, every Moment haſtening to 
your Death. , 

To improve this to our further Advan- 
tage, I muſt obſerve, 1ſt. the having this 
thought (that we muſt die) ever preſent in 
our Minds, is in Truth a very powerful 
Incitement and, ſpur to keep us awake 


and quicken us in the whole Courſe of 


our Life. And if as has been ſhewn, an 
holy Life is the only way to. promote an 
happy Death, it will no leſs evidently ap- 
pear that the great Inducement to live 
Holy is to. conſider that we muſt die 
fhortly. For (to debate this a little with 
you) how can. any reaſonable thinking 
Man engage his Heart and Affections to 
any thing here below, when he knows 
aſſuredly that he muſt be forc'd in a very 
ſhort while to be divorced from it, and 
bid an eternal Adieu to it? How can he 
be fond of the World, when he reflects 
that he is juſt going to be depriv'd of 
all its enjoyments ? What charm can the 
the Creature have to allure lim who has 


ſolemnly 
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 {Stemiily PETE is” 40 is actun 
haſtening to the Atiior cf his Being? 
Can we think it Worth the WHILE to Be- 
ſtow ſo much time and coſt upon irnpi N 
ing and adorning æ Httle imigmary Beau- 
by, which tHe Grave to Moro pertizps 
all change into the off gaſtty Horror 
ind loathſorde Defotinity? Are dt Hr 
ably empl When alf cur stud) W 
to gratify and pamper 4 mouldring Cars 
caſe, goodfor Hoching but to bea Fewer 
the Worms? Is ic not the moſt egr 0 
Impertinence to labour, ant Ft 
Weat in making à Fottune, as we aal, ; 
When we foteſee all thit the Earth hi 
give us in Recompende for our Pain, is 
mthing more than a little Duſt and 4 (her? 
fn a word, is it not the la ſtdegree of a 
neſs to defer our Kere een and ſecure= 
ly indulge our Sins, when we are fully 
convinc d that, for ought we know, i 
one moment of our life may be our laſt, 
| may be that fatal one Which drops us 
into Eternity? Whatſdever thou gabelt 
in hand, remember the End! and thou 
ſhalt never do amiſs, was the Advice of 
p it 


1 

the wiſe Son of Sirach: (Eccleſ. vii. 36.) 
that is,---They ſhall either not fall at all, or 
at leaſt will ſoon riſe again by a ſpeedy Re- 
Pentance. And how can we avoid obſerv- 
ing, Brethren, that Age creeps inſenſibly 
upon us---that we every Day draw nearer 
and nearer to our Grave? Do we not feel 
Death treading hard upon our Heels, and 
hear him ſummoning us to the dreadful 
Tribunal of our Judge? We do: and if 
ſo----ſay to what Purpoſe will all thoſe Tri- 
fles ſerve you then, which you now ſo ea- 
gerly purſue; or rather what Regret will 
you not feel for having ſo impatiently thirſt- 


ed after that which you ſhou'd have either 


look'd on with Indifference, or rejected 


with Scorn.---What will you reap from all 
your mighty Projects, but Air and Smoak ! 


or rather Grief and Torment, for having 
preferr'd the Shadow to the Subſtance, Va- 
nity to Truth, and the Glory of this 
World to the Honour of God! Be not 
cheated and put upon by vain ſhew and 
imaginary Deluſions. If you ſearch for 
Pleaſure and Enjoyment, follow after ſolid 
and laſting ones: if you eſchew Evil and 
I Trouble, 
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Trouble, trouble at the Thoughts of ha- 
ving deſerv'd thoſe that are endleſs. 

2dly. I obſerve again, that it is the moſt 

fatal Miſtake in the World and the greateſt 

Miſchief that can befall us, to live as tho? 

we were not to die; and to be perhaps ſur- 


priz d by Death, before we ſo much as 


bethought our ſelves whether we were 
mortal or no.-----This is a Caſe hat of- 
ten happens; and that it may not be our 
Caſe, our Saviour has ſufficiently fore- 
warn'd us by an admirable and appoſite 
Parable, Lake xii. 16. He tells us the 
Man dreamt of nothing but how to diſ- 
poſe of his Abundance: he purpos'd to 
pull down his Barns and build greater: 
he had much Goods laid up for many 
Years, and he was full of enjoying them, 
----reſolv'd to take his eaſe, eat, drink, 
and be merry. But ſee the Folly of all 
ſuch Projects! ſee how ſoon all theſe 
tow'ring Hopes were blaſted ! For it im- 
mediately follows, ver. 20. God ſaid un- 
to him, thou Fool, this night thy Soul ſhall 
be requir'd of thee, then whoſe ſhall 
thoſe things be which thou haſt provid- 

ed? 


(6) 

df There are too many among us, Br x- 
THREN, that do as little care for the 
Thought of dying as that Man did; that 
ftart if you do but name Death to them, 
and can't bear any Converſation upon {© 
melancholick a Subject. But alaſs ! the fur- 
ther they think to put the Evil Day from 
them, the nearer ſtill it approaches; and 
when they dream of it leaſt, tis then very 
often it knocks at their Door, and obliges 
them to diſlodge. Now all the World 
owns it jus in God that his ſhou'd be 
ſo.— And I can't but think it a great In- 
ſtance of his Mercy , that the Time of 
our Death is conceaPd from us: becauſe 
this is a proper Means to keep us ever on 
our Guard, and to oblige us to be alway 
ready and prepar*d to receive it come when 
it will; which otherwiſe perhaps we {hou'd 
not be. Hence it is that Death comes up- 
on us in ſuch various Shapes and different 
Manners. Sometimes he attacks by flow 
Degrees and at unawares : he lays a thou- 
ſand Ambuſcades for us by Land and by Seca, 
in the Town and in the Country, in War 
and in Peace. Sometimes he comes at the 
T 2 End 
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End of a long Sickneſs; ſometimes in the 
Midſt of perfect Health; ſometimes in our 
decrepid Age, and ſometimes in our Bloom. 
Now he uſes the outward Inftruments of 
Violence---the Sword, or Fire, or Fall, or 


the like Accident; and then, inward and 


hidden Cauſes---the Burning of a Fever, or 
the Cold of a Palſy, - the Inundation of a 
Dropſy, or the Lingring of a Conſumption, 
Now what ſleeping is there in the Midſt 
of ſo many Dangers? What Security can 
we promiſe our {elves among ſuch unf ore ſeen 
Aſſaults? And if ſo; ſee, BatTHREN, the 
monſtrous Stupidity of provoking God's 
Wrath, when we are ſo uncertain of our 
Life, and ſo awnaſſur'd of a ſuficient Space 

to ſue out our Pardon! 
3aly. I conſider another Motive to have 
our Eye upon our End, that God does of- 
ten in Juſtice ſnatch the Sinner away in the 
Commiſſion of his Crime and the very Act 
of his Sin. — Thus it far'd with Nadab and 
Abihu, when they preſum'd to offer 
ſtrange Fire, there went out a Fire from 
the Lord (fays the Text Lev. x. 2.) and de- 
vaured them, and the died before the Lord, 
Thus 


590 
Thus Corah and his Company, (Numb. xvi. 


31.) the ground clave aſunder that was un- 


der them, and the Earth open'd her Mouth 
and ſwallow'd them up, and they went 
down alive into the Pit. Thus Zimri and 
Coxbi fell by the Sword and Zeal of Phi- 


'}. nehas. (Num. xxv. S.) And the unfortunate 


Abſolom was ſlain in his Diſobedience and 
Rebellion againſt his Father. I ſhou'd ne- 
ver have done, if I ſhou'd inſiſt on the 
ſeveral Inſtances of ſuch as have been caught 
away in unrepented Sin, who for a Moment 
of fancied Pleaſure have paſſed into an Eter- 
nity of real Torment. How many ev? 


Day are ſurpriz'd in the Deſign and Contr 


vance of their Villany before they can com- 
pleat it, and juſtly meet the ſame Reward 
of their Purpoſe as they ſhou'd have had for 
the Execution? And how many to that 
who have a good Reſolution of Amend- 
ment, do never reach the Time they pro- 
pos'd to repent in; and ſo by deterring to 


the future what ſhou'd be done at preſent, 


do miſerably die in their Sins ? Think of 
this a little, BRETHREN, and know that it is 
not impoſſible that ſome of you may be of 

this 
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this Number; and perhaps the lefs you ap- 
prehend this Fate, the more likely it is 
that you will meet with it. This ſhou'd 
be ferioufly conſider'd, and it is in truth 
a very preſſing Argument to reſtrain you 
from Sin, and improve you in Holineſs. For 


what Maleſactor wou'd have Leiſure to re- 


peat his Crime when he is juſt a going to 
receive his Sentence from his Judge, or 
were leading to Execution? What wou'd 
we not undertake? What do we not vow, 
to implore the Protection of Heaven when 
we find our ſelves on the Brink of a dan- 
gerous Precipice, or under the immediate 
Apprehenſion of a Shipwreck? *Tis re- 
marlꝰ d in ancient Story, that the Wretch, 
who whilſt entertain'd at a ſumptuous Feaſt 
had a naked Sword huag over him by a fingle 
Hair, had no Stomach to the Delicacies that 
were ſet before him ſo long as he apprehend- 
ed his impendent Danger. The Mok AlL is 
applicable to thee, O Sinner, between whom 
and the threatning Vengeance of juſtice 
there is nothing but the ſlender Thread 
which ties thy Body and Soul together. 
Now if this Thread ſhou'd break, as very 

eaſily 


1 

eaſily it may by a thouſand Accidents, thou 
canſt not foreſee what a terrible Condition, 
---what irreverſible Miſery thou droppeſt 
into. How then can you be one Minute 
eaſy under ſuch a diſmal Proſpe&? How 
can you preſume to fool and trifle in ſuch 
apparent Danger? If you are capable of a 
ſerious Thought or a wiſe Reſolve, does 
it not concern you to commune with your 
own Hearts, and by a thorough Amend- 
ment of your Ways prepare for a comfort- 
able Death? How can you promiſe your 
ſelves Months and Tears to come, who have 
not one Day your own----not one Moment 
in your Power and Diſpoſal? Why do you 
defer that to an imaginary Futurity, (which 
perhaps will never be) which you might at 
Preſent do towards the working out your 
eternal Salvation? Happy is that Man who 
looks upon each Day as his laſt, and accord- 
ingly avoids thoſe Sins, practices thoſe Du- 
ties, and puts himſelf in that Condition in 
which he wou'd not fear to be found when 
ſummon'd to his great Account! -— What 
wau'd you not do then to ſecure your eter- 
nal Welfare? What Vertue wou'd you not 

practice? 
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practice? What Act of Faith, Hope, Love, 
Contrition, Devotion wou'd you not exert, 
were you perſwaded that you ſhou*d not live 
till to Morrow? Look upon the preſent 
Time as that which may finiſh your Courſe 
and open a Paſſage to ETExNiTY. Do not 
depend upon the Future, ſince you have no 
Promiſe of it; and you know that many, in 

better Health than you now are, did not 
reach it. Live ever in ſuch a State as you 
wou'd be willing to die in ;---and as if you 
wou'd not be ſurpriz d at your Change, how 
unforeſeen ſoever it may be, be ever in a 
Readineſs and diſpos'd to welcome it when 
ever it comes. Tis the great ſecret Art 
of living-well, to be perpetually in a Diſ- 
poſition to die daily. We ſhall never re- 
pent the Conduct that is regulated by the 
Advice which our Death ſuggeſts.-—What- 
ever affairs fall under your Deliberation and 
Debate; conſult your latter End and take 
the Reſolution which it ſhall inſpire. Ask 
your ſelf what it wou'd be moſt adviſeable 
to do in this Caſe if you were now at the 
laſt Gaſp; and from what you wou'd then 
think fitteſt to be done, you diſcover what 


you 
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you ought to do now. For as the Things of 
this World do ever blind our Eyes and pre- 
judice our Judgment, it is neceſſary to re- 
move theſe Cheats and place our ſelves in 
the Circumſtances of leaving, them, and 
then our Reaſon will. clear up, our Eyes 


will be open, and we ſhall make a true Eſti- 


mate of the Vanity and Worth of Things. 
Ap thus, Brethnen, I have endeavour- 
ed to convince you how neceſſary it is. to fi- 
27ſh our Courſe with Joy, and have pointed 
the Way how to do ſo. It only remains 
that F cloſe all with the excellent DireQion 
of our LRD himſelf to this Purpoſe. (Luke 
Xii. 35, 36.) Let your loins be girded about, 
and your lights burning; and ye your ſelves 
Ae unto Men that wait for their Lord. 
You are but Strangers and. Pilgrims here 
upon Earth as all your Fathers were;' be 
ye ever in the poſture of Travellers---your 
Loins girt, your Shoes on your Feet, and 
your Staff in your Hand, and ready to mareh 
when ever your Lord ſhall call. Let there 
be nothing in this World capable of de- 
taining you, no irregular Affection to engage 
vou here, no vicious Habit tocharm you 
K to 


he 
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to your beloved Luſt--no Load of Guilt to 


retard your Haſte towards your return 
Home, your eternal Repoſe. You ſhou'd 
be as a City plac'd upon a Hill, and the 
Light of the World. Let your Light then 


be burning, that is, Let your light ſo ſhine . 
before Men, that they may ſee your good 


Works, and glorify your Father which is in 
Heaven. Remember the Fate of the fooliſh 


Virgins whe took no Oyl with their Lamps, 


but letting them go out, were ſurpriz'd at 
the unexpected Arrival of the Bridegroom, 
and exclude for ever. But be you ever do- 
ing your Maſter's Work; -—-cver com- 
bating ſome Enemy, —conquering ſome Sin, 
improving ſome Vertue, and practiſing 
ſome Duty ;---and thus making your Call- 
ing and Election ſure. This is the only 
Treaſure you can carry away with you : 
Your Poſſeſſions, your Revenues, your E- 
quipage, your Friends and your neareſt 
Relations will all for/ake you at the G Av; 
nothing but the Good or Bad you do here 
will accompany you to the oTHER WORLD; 
let then your Lamps be burning. You know 
experimentally, you know that your Hap- 
pineſs 
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pineſs is not to be met with Here, but 
Hereafter. Live then in the conſtant Ex- 
peQation of it, in an unwearied Deſire and 
an holy Impatience of that Hour which ſhall 
tranſmit you to it. Never repine at your 
Labours and AfMictions ;----he that ſhall 
cure all theſe Ills, wipe away all theſe Tears, 


and reward all your Sufferings is at Hand: 


— He that ſhall come will come, and will 
not tarry, He ſhall be here perhaps be- 
fore you are aware; Be ye your ſelves like 
unto Men that wait for the Logo. 
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